494	HEADING FOR CATASTROPHE
came, unfettered in its decision. Nevertheless for many years
they had had a friendship with France; and chow far that friend-
ship entails obligations, let every man look into his own heart
and his own feelings, and construe the extent of the obligation
for himself *. He announced and explained the Channel guaran-
tee to France; and then turned to the question of Belgium. Here
the house went strongly with him, and what he might have found
a hard task became an easy one.
Bonar Law announced the support of the unionists, and then
a quite unexpected thing happened: Redmond, rising from the
Irish benches, announced his. It was an act of signal courage.
The inquest on the victims of Bachelors' Walk was being held
that day; home rule was still not passed; and the Amending Bill,
which was to have been introduced in die commons on 30 July,
had been postponed for the war-crisis. He took his political life
in his hands. Through tragic ill-faith in the war office and the
persistent blundering of British statesmen, it cost him dear in
the sequel. But it is difficult to overestimate what he achieved
for the cause of Belgium, Great Britain, and France. By bringing
the Irish into the war as free men, he incalculably stimulated
the unanimity of the Dominions; and above all he rendered
possible from the first the moral support of the United States.
After him from the labour benches spoke Ramsay MacDonald
sounding the first notes of dissent. Formally this was the voice
of the party, uttered through its elected leader; but in fact, as
soon became known, it was only that of a small though distin-
guished minority in it.
While parliament sat, a war council was held. Haldane and
Grey the night before had secured from Asquith (who was still
war minister as well as premier) his consent to mobilization.
At 11 that morning Haldane went to the war office as Asquith's
deputy, and himself put through the orders for the army, the
reserves, and the territorials.1 Thus the creator of the Expedi-
tionary Force was also the statesman who caused it to be mobi-
lized in time; and therein he rendered the nation a service
comparable to that of Prince Louis of Battenberg in stopping the
demobilization of the fleet. Neither service was made publicly
known; and it is lamentable to record, that not long after, when
the spy-mania newspapers were looking ignorantly about for
'pro-Germans' to hound down, these two men, for such German
1 Lord Haldane, An Autobiography (1929), 274-7.

